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COMPLETION OF ENVIRONMENTAL CAPITAL STUDY:
LAND WEST OF THE Ai(M) AT STEVENAGE

Having received the report of our independent project auditor, Dr Riki Therivel, I
am pleased to confirm that the Countryside Agency is satisfied that the final Stages
D and E of the Environmental Capital process have been carried out and reported
on in a satisfactory and unbiased manner.

Stages D and E involved identifying the relative value of individual benefits of
environmental features, their local significance, and the management implications
for the masterplan. As with the previous State of the Environment work (Stages A
to C), the work of the consultant team has been supplemented by consultations
with the public, this time focused through the “Help Shape the Future” Conference
held in Stevenage in October last year. It is helpful that the final report includes all
the views and opinions gathered by the various consultations as well as a
comprehensive assessment of them. This gives an important transparency to the
evaluation process.

I am pleased to learn that the exercise has led to a pumber of changes being made to
the draft masterpian. I understand that these include Grientating viewpoints and
open space to give views of the surrounding countryside to ensure that the
panoramic views, valued highly by the local residents, are maintained. Efforts to
ensure that paths form part of circular routes and that they should have different
characters, some more rural and unmanaged than others, reflect people’s specific
preferences . Finally, isolated and undisturbed woodlands are now included in the
masterplan, reflecting the fact that woods of this character are valued highly in this

locality. '

Production of the final report signals completion of all five stages of the
Environmental Capital process. In reflecting on this important pilot project, I am
pleased that all parties feel that involving the local community was both helpful and
enlightening. As well as gaining valuable local information and opinions that might
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adopted will enable the local community to see where th an
direct influence on the development of the scheme.

The Countryside Agency is keen to explore ways in which it might be able to
further influence the planning of this important development, and would welcome

a continuation of the constructive partnership working that has been developed
through the Garden City 21 programme and the Environmental Capital work.
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